ST. ALPHONSA SYRO-MALABAR CATHOLIC CHURCH,
Austin, TX
www.stalphonsaaustin.com

Liturgy Schedule
Sunday :
11:00am : Holy Mass in
Malayalam

Tuesday:
7:30 PM: Holy Mass &
Novena of St. Anthony

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS

VICAR

FR. DOMINIC PERUNILAM
Ph: 732-357-7757
TRUSTEES
MR. MANESH ANTONY
Ph: 512-826-2180

MR. MATHEW LAWRENCE
Ph: 630-643-7477

Mr. Manesh Antony
Mr. Mathew Lawrence
Mr. Manu Sebastian
Mr. Deepak George
Mr. Jomy Joseph
Mr. Robins Joseph
Mr. Jiby George
Mr. Melivin Xavier
Mr. Nithin Sunny
Mrs. Shani Jiby
Mrs. Sonu Rony
Mrs. Litty Vadakkan
Mrs. Sonu Geo

Friday:
7:30 PM: Holy Mass &
Novena of St. Alphonsa

PARISH COUNCIL SECRETARY
Mr. Manu Sebastian
PASTORAL COUNCIL REP
Mr. Jiby George
YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE
Mr. Nithin Sunny
ACCOUNTANT
Mr. Robins Mathew
CCD PRINCIPAL
Mr. Melivin Xavier
CCD VICE PRINCIPAL
Mrs. Siji Robins
CCD SECRETARY
Mrs. Jess Siby

Saturday:
09:00am :Holy Mass and Novena of
Our Lady of Perpetual Help.
04:30pm - 05:30pm: CCD Classes on Zoom

CCD PTA SECRETARY
Mr. Shince Joseph
SCHOOL OF LANGUAGES PRINCIPAL
Mrs. Aisha Lawrence
SCHOOL OF LANGUAGES SECRETARY
Mrs. Gilsy Riju
LITURGY COORDINATOR
Mr. Beno Mathew
CHOIR LEADERS
Mr. Ajith Varghese
Mr. Sijo Vadakkan
WEBSITE ADMINISTRATORS
Mr. Geo Joseph
Mr. Binod Joseph
Mr. Jefy Dominic

Saint of the Month

B

St. Maria Goretti.

orn on October 16 1890 in Corinaldo, in the Ancona Province in Italy, her farmworker father moved his family to
Ferrier di Conca, near Anzio. When he died of malaria,
Maria’s mother had to struggle to feed her children.
Maria’s mother, brothers, and sisters worked in the fields while
she cooked, sewed, kept the house clean, and watched her
youngest sister Teresa.
Though the family’s circumstances were extremely difficult,
they were very close and loved God.
On July 5, 1902, Maria was sitting outside the steps of her home
sewing her 18-year-old brother or neighbor -it is unclear which
- Alessandro’s shirt while he threshed beans in the barnyard. As
she concentrated on her sewing, Alessandro surprised her and
grabbed her from her steps. When he tried to rape her, Maria
cried that it was a mortal sin and warned he would go to hell.
When Alessandro persisted, she fought him and screamed, “No!
It is a sin! God does not want it!”
At her words, Alessandro began to choke her and she said she
would rather die than submit. Upon hearing her words, Alexander pulled out a knife and stabbed her eleven times. When she
attempted to reach the door, he stabbed her three more times
then fled.
Teresa woke to the sounds of her sister’s cries and began to cry.
Maria’s family returned home and found her bleeding on the
floor. They quickly took her to the nearest hospital in Nettuno,
where she underwent surgery without anesthesia. Unfortunately, her wounds were beyond the surgeon’s ability to help.
Halfway through the surgery, the man asked her, “Maria, think
of me in Paradise.” As she lay on the table, she looked up at
him and said, “Well, who knows which of us is going to be there
first?” She did not realize how terrible her situation was, and
the surgeon replied, “You, Maria.” She said, “Then I will think
gladly of you.” She also mentioned concerns for her mother.

The next day, Maria forgave
Feast day: July 6
Alessandro and said she wantPatron: Of Youth, Young
ed to see him in Heaven with
Women, Purity,
her. She died that day while
and Victims of rape
looking upon an image of the
Birth: October 16, 1890
Virgin Mary and holding a
Death: July 6, 1902
cross to her chest.
Beatified: by Pope Pius
Shortly after Maria’s family
XII on April 27, 1947
discovered her, Alexander was
Canonized: by Pope
captured and questioned.
Pius XII in 1950
He admitted Maria was a
physical virgin as he was unable to assault her and he was sentenced to thirty years.
Alessandro remained unrepentant for his actions until he had
a dream that he was in a garden. Maria was there and gave
him lilies, which immediately burned in his hands. When he
woke, he was a changed man. He repented his crime and living
a reformed life. When he was released 27-years-later, he went
directly to Maria’s mother and begged her forgiveness, which
she gave, saying, “If my daughter can forgive him, who am I to
withhold forgiveness?”
Maria Goretti was beatified by Pope Pius XII in a ceremony at
Saint Peter’s Basilica on April 27, 1947. Three years later, on
June 24, 1950, Maria was declared a saint and Alessandro was
present in the St. Peter’s crowd to celebrate her canonization.
He later became a laybrother of the Order of Friars Minor Capuchin, where he lived in a monastery and worked as its receptionist and gardener until his death. Saint Maria is called a martyr because she fought against Alessandro’s attempts at sexual
sin; however, the most important aspects of her story are how
she forgave her attacker - her concern for her enemy extending
even beyond death - and the miracle her forgiveness produced
in his life.

“Tippu Sulthan and Ettu Nombu”

T

here are many stories about Tippu
Sulthan’s attack on people of Kerala. One
of them is related to the ‘Ettu Nombu’ tradition of Syro-Malabar Church. Tippu Sultan,
the Sultan of Mysore, invaded Kerala, causing
havoc among Nasranis living there. Nasranis
in Malabar, like Kozhikode and Kannur, fled the region, never
to come. Till this date, Nasranis are rare there, with small communities here and there. Tipu’s army destroyed communities in
Thrissur and Ernakulam district. The Christians there however
made a comeback.The Angamaly seminary was destroyed and
moved to Kottayam, were it is till this date. Many manuscripts
were forever lost. Christianity in Kerala almost was wiped out,
until the British ruled Kerala. Women were raped, and to save
their modesty and chastity, mothers would fast, abstain from
meat, and pray for these 8 days. There prayers were heard and
Tippu withdrawn from Kerala.To commemorate this, we Nasranis participate in the Ettu Nombu every year!
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Congratulations Fr.Abraham Kannampalackal

Blessings for the New Schools Year

“Congratulations to Fr. Abraham for this great accomplishment.
He graduated in Clinical Pastoral Education ( CPE) on Friday, August 21. “

Virtual Parish Council
and Ward Prayers

SAYA
Game
Day

Father’s Day 2020
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